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I HAVE been guilty of five crimes. 



The firft, my unnatural diflike to my 
eldeft fon, for faults which, at moft, he 
could only be the innocent caufe and not 
the author of : of this I have repented 
many months ago, and am moft fincerely 
forry I did not fopner, in compliance with 
fincere and moft difinterefted advice. 



*\ 



My fecond crime was, my connexion 
with Mr. Gray before Lord Strathmore ,; s 

death ; 
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death • in punifhment of which very crime* 
God blinded my judgment, that I could 
not difcern, in any cafe, what was for my 
children's and my own advantage ; but in 
every thing where there were two expedi- 
ents, I chofe the worft. 





By medicines, I have reafon to think, 
I mifcarried three times, and attempted it , 
the fourth ; but, thank God, failed perpe- 

% 
\ . * 

trating that crime. 



Next, I repent having profaned Saint 
Paul's and Weftminfter Abbey, by giving 
Mr. Gray meetings there, before Lord 
Strathmore's death j and that afterwards, 
infljead of ufing the influence I had over 
him to make him a better chriftianj I ra- 
ther made him worfe. 

Ano- 
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Another crime was, plighting myfelf 

moft folemnly to Mr. Gray, at St. Paul's, 

» 

to marry none but him ; and yet I married 
you, which, together with my previous 
conne&ion with you, I reckon amongft 
my crimes, 



m 



;r 



I * 



I am now going to enumerate my im- 
prudencies ; firft declaring, I have told you 
every crime I ever was guilty of, and that 
J never had 3, criminal connexion with any 
perfon but yourfelf and Mr. Gray, and 
that Mr. James Graham was the only one, 

1 

befides, who could have flood the lead 

... * 

chance of fucceeding in fuch an atteinpt: 
yet violent as my paflion was for him, I 
do ftill fincerely think it was pure j for 
my anxiety about his health and welfare 
continued two years after he left England, 
though I never faw or heard from him 

J3 2 during 
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during thjtt time, or received a meffage 
from him by his fifter above twice, though 
fhe always wrote about him* 

• / 

y 

Of my imprudencies I lhall now give 
you an exadt account, under general heads, 
as you defired j referring for your in- 
fpe&ion, in cafe . you chufe to fee it, a 
moil circumftantial account of every 
thought and aftion of my life, which I 
am drawing up* 

I was imprudent, though moft inno- 
cent, both in thought and deed, in my 
flirtation — when quite a girl, with the 
Duke of Buccleugh's brother, which lafled 
but a very fhort time. I was imprudent 
in marrying Lord Strathmore, againft my 
mother's advice, though with her con-* 

fern. 

I was 
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I was fo imprudent, as to give very 
improper encouragement to Mr. James 
Graham, and to give him reafon, by in- 
direct, though plain words, to think that 
I had more than an affe&ionate f riendfhip 
for him j and that i had once, I confefs, 
and was weak enough, during a fort- 
night that he lived under the fame roof, 
and were much together, to admit from 
him many improper declarations, not only 
without anger, but even with fatisfa&ion. 
After he went out of Scotland, I received 
one letter from him only, which I burnt 
to afhes, and drank them up for fear of 
any accident : I never wrote to him but 
once, which was in a feigned hand, and 
what none but himfelf could underltand : , 
this was in a cover of his lifters letter, 
which reached him all torn to pieces, and 
long after the time it ought j fo that it 

was 
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was quite unintelligible, and never after 



that wrote to him except once, all before 

he left London. We often fent fuch mef- 

fages, as we could with fafety, to each 

\ other, through his filler's nleans ; who 

> all the time protefted fhe would not do 

j fuch a thing, and made Mrs. Parifh be<r 

> . lieve the affection was all on my fide— 

i 
|| that fhe wifhed to difluade me from fuch 

U thoughts, and refufed to write any mef T 

fage, which I believe fhe thinks to this 
moment ; and that Mifs Graham is a moft ' 
virtuous woman and true friend, which 

^ is fo much, I know, the very reverfe of 

her character, that after I was thorough^ 
ly acquainted with it, nothing fhould. have 
induced me to keep up a correfpondence, 
or the leaft acquaintance with her, but 
my paflion for her brother, and the ufe 
fhe was of to m,e in it. 

At 
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At length I thought he ufed me very 
ill, and after complaining of it without 
redrefs (though I have reafon to believe 
Mifs G. concealed a letter, if riot more, 
of his from me) I wrote a very violent 
letter to Mifs G. full of abufe of her bro- 
ther ; and concluding, with defiring flie 
would retail it to him, and add, that he 
might c aller fe faire pendre/ This hurt 
her exceedingly, and having no occafion 
for fuch a troublefome woman, 1 was glad 
to get rid of her correfpondence. 

When he came to fee me in London 
after this, (which was after Lord Strath- 
more' s death) and waited on me, I Tfrould 
not fee him, and he attempted to throw 
himfelf in my way to no purpofe. I was 
then engaged to Mr. Gray, and having, 
at the rifk of my life, conquered my 

head- 



headftrong paflion, I was determined not 
to expofe myfelf to another conflict, with 
one whom I had fo much reafon to be 
afraid of. 

I was more than imprudent in encou- 
raging and keeping company with people 
of fuch execrable and infamous princi- 
ples: though, indeed, I did not think 
them fuch then ; but that is no excufe for 
me, as I ought not to haYe trailed or al- 
lowed any body to have frequented my 
houfe, without a previous long acquaint- 
ance. It was ftill worfe, to let George fo 
much into my fecrets. As to my madnefs, 
inwifhing Mrs. Stephens to ftay with me 
' after I was married, I can only fay, that 
it was a diabolical infatuation, and that 
had I known her as I do now, I mould , 
not only have intreated you to turn her out 

of 
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1 
i 

of the houfe directly ; arid have confeffed, 
that fuch a wretch was not fit to live on 
the earth ; and had I known Mr. Stephens, 
who I took for an honeft, blunt man, I 
fliould have thought only with horror of 
his ever being near my fons, or in my 
houfe. 



Going to the Conjuror s in Dean-ftreet, 
was a great imprudence, as alfo was con- 
fulting one three years before, on Lud- 
gate-hill (I think it was) where I went 
with Mrs. Planta and Mrs, Parifh, and alfo 
twice to a woman in Crown-court, once 
alone, and once with Mrs. Stephens : be- 
fides this, I confulted fome Gypfies in a 
barn, three fummers ago, at Paul's Wal- 
den, and three near there of different 
fets. 

C I was 



I was imprudent to carry my revenge 
(as I then thought it) on the Planta family, 
fo far as to advife Mrs. Stephens to marry 
9gainft her confent, and to fend her off to 
Scotland, which I ought not to have done 1 , 
even if fhe had b^en a good wom^n, 

I had at this time a footman, one Wil- 
liam Stamp, who (that I might not fo often 
appear to have letters from Mifs Graham) 
, I ufed to fend now and then to Newcaftle, , 
under pretence of feeing his brother who 
lived there (when I knew of a letter com^ 
ing, which I often did before-hand) and 
bid him bring the letters to my felf firft— — 
but this was all he knew of the matter. 

.It was not till after many months of 
conflant attention, and many marks of finr 
cerity and friendship, that, juft as I wa$ 
going to Paul's Walden for two months, 

** » " * 
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(L, S. at Briflol) Mr. Gray ventured to give " 
me fome verfes, which exprefled in a de- N 
licate, though rather in too tender a man- ~ 
ner for mere friendfhip, his regard for me, 
• and his great concern for my leaving Lon- 
don. From many circumftances, I had 
conceived fo high an opinion of the good- 
nefs of his heart and difpofition, that I 
.was unwilling to lofe his friendfhip; fo 
that though I made no anfwer, I exprefled 
no anger, but continued correfponding 
with him openly and fairly till we both 
returned to tovyn : foon after that, Lord 

9 

S. went to Mr. Palgrave's, where he made ' 
fome ftay. One day juil after, , as Mrs # 

m 

Parifli and me were fitting at dinner, the 
poll brought me a letter from Mr, Lyon, 
in which he refufed, very uncivilly, to fend 
me a fmall fum of money, I told him I 
had written for by Lord S.'s dire&ions ; 

C 2 and 
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and another letter from Mifs Graham, in 
which I found fhe had received a letter 
from her brother, who, as he began to 
do for fome time before, never fo much 
as mentioned me, but fpoke with the' 
higheft commendations of a lady at Mi- 
norca, where he was arrived. As I was 
full of refentment at Mr. Lyon, and de- 
termined never more to think of Mr« 

r 

James Graham, a fervant, (I don't recolledt 

<» 

who, for I had no fecrets then) brought 
me a letter from Mr. Gray, who by an 
Enigma, very ingenioufly invented, had 
pitched upon that very day to fee how far 
he might venture: if 1 was angry, he 
might have explained' it away j but if I 

underftood it, or pretended not to under- 

i 

ftand it, then he might fpeak plainer. I 
chofe the latter method, and, full of re- 
fentment, thought I had revenged myfelf 

on 
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on others, whilft I was literally on myfelf : 
as I felt nothing for Mr. G. that exceeded 

* friendfliip, or gave me caufe to apprehend 
the tonfequences of fuch a connection, 
I confented to accept the love of a man, 
whom I could always keep within bounds, 
and whom I had conceived fuch an efteem 
for, that I reckoned his friendfhip a comfort 
I fhould be very forry to lofe. I faw him 
three times when I knew Mrs. Parifli was 

- at the Mufeum, and met him for a fhort 
time, as if by accident, at the Ring, with- 
out, I really • believe, any fufpicion ; but 
as Lord S. was out of town— was expect- 
ed foQn to return, he preffed jne to fee 
him oftener at my houfe, and meet him 
oftener at different praces abroad j but this 
was found impracticable without trufling 
fomebody ; and unfortunately, after taking 
what we thought all neceflary precautions, 

we 
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we agreed to truft George, whofe fecrecy 
and caution, we both thought we had rea- 
fon to be fatisfied with : we imprudently 
allowed him to tell us freely all the repdrts 
of the town, on every occafion, where 
either were in the lead concerned. 



He once, I am convinced, from fome 
interested motive, rendered us a material 
fervice in preventing, by a ready turn, it's 
being dcte&ed that he was in the houfe. 

In this manner we went on till Lord S. re- 

• <. 

turned to town, and he went to Bath, 
agreeing not to correfpond till I wrote to 
tell him he might return, which I di$ in 
a month's time, when Lord S. went away, 
but did not fee him for fome days, I can- 
not recollect how many, but once in that 
month he came up to town, and contrived 
to convey me a note, letting me know, that 

his 
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his impatience had made him difobey my 
orders, and copae up to town without a 
fummons, juft to fee me for an hour 
or two. He therefore begged I would 
meet him at Lever's, as by accident, which 
I did, and he returned diredtly to Bath, 
where he ftaid till I wrote to him to re- 
turn. The weather being extremely fe- 
vere the day before he went to Bath, and 
I haying .met him very early in Saint 
James's Park, my fhoes extremely wet, 
and bottom of my petticoats, and I not , 
haying leifure to change them for fome 
time after I came home, I caught a flow 
■ fever, and cut myfelf dreadfully by fall- 
ing on the ice; fo that I -was ill when I 
went to Lever's, where I encreafed my 
complaints j and juft after Lord S went 
away, I fell into an ague, inipy face, from 
which I fuffered for hear a month, half 

of 
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of every twenty-fours hours fuch torments, 
as nothing but the diforder I had juft after 
my marriage, can. in any degree be com- 
pared to : my head fwelled fo, yet with- 
out ealing my pain, that I was blind, and 
even fpoke with pain. In this miferable 
condition, Mr.G. vifited me every evening 
unknown, as I thought by all but George, 
who let him in, and unfufpedted by all 
but Mrs. Parifh, who fome times remon- 
ftrated, but Very gently, and I turned it 
off with a laugh or joke : at firft, fhe 
thought it only flirtation, and then fhe 
faid nothing; for there is not, with all 
her pretended gravity and prudence, fo 
great a coquette, or one fo eafily flattered, 
even on her beauty, as fhe is; which, if 
you doubt, I can bring you many unde* 
jiiable proofs. Witnefs for one thing, how 

Alexan- 
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Alexander Nairne made her appeal 1 ridi- 
culous. 



I omitted to mention, in its * proper 

« 

place, that I told Mr. Gray he had my 
f riendfhip and efteem ; that my heart had 
long been in pofleffion of another,, from 
whom I had determined to withdraw it, 
but had done it fo fhorr a time, that I 
fhould think it an injury againft the f riend- 
fhip and cpnfidencehe was entitled to, if 
I concealed this circumftance from him : 

* 

alfo, that I had been fo unhappy in ma- 
trimony, that • I was determined never to 
engage myfelf indiflblubly, though .1 
would moft faithfully, if, on thefe condi- 
tions, he would be fatisfied with my af- 
fection, he Ihould have it entire if Lord 
S, died j that jf he recovered, he mull 
give me up ; and that during my husband's 

V Hfe A 
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life; he muft decline all thoughts of me. 
To all this with reluctance, and finding 
me peremptory, he confented^ and gave 
me his promife, which he ftri<5tly l^ept till 
I was juft recovered, when I found; he ex«- 
pedted to be rewarded, for the very great 
attentions (by writing to me all day, ai*ej 
fitting by me all the evening) tvhkh he 
cqnftantly paid during Hjy coftfinerftent : 
and one unfortunate evening I was off my 
guard, arid ever after that (the middle of 
February) I lived occasionally with him as 
his wife ; and from that tinje, till my 
connexion with you, I. declare, I never 
had a thought of ^ny cfthqr man. 



I was twice with child by him, before I 
heard of Lord S.'s death, which I did not 
till the 6th of April; but was fo frighten*- 
'$& md unhappy at it, that I prevailed on 

him 
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iiim to bring me a quack medicine he had 
heard of for mifcarriage, but never tried 
it: it was of a coperas fubftance, by the 
tafte and look ; he gave it me very re- 
luctantly, as he faid he did not know but 
it might be poifon; however, I would 
have it. 



/ 
/ 



All the time of my conne&ion. with 
Mr, Gray, precautions were taken; but 

i 

dn inftant's negled: always deflrbycd them 
all: indeed, fometimes, even when I 
thought an accident fcarcely poflible. 

V 

# 

My folly was unpardonable, in truft* 
ing Mr, and Mrs. Stephens, George Ste- 
phens, Mr, Matra, Mr. Magra, Mr. Pern- 
berton, (whom I once actually told I was 
married to Mr. Gray) and, above all things f 
George, in talking of my affairs and in- 

D 2 tentions 
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tcntions fo freely before them. I alfb 
depended moft. fatally on Mr. Peek's ho- 
nefty ; and, three or four times, added a 
few lines in too free and jocofe a ftile to 
Mr. Stephens, in the letters Mrs. Stephens 
wrote him ; he anfwered thefe paragraphs 
in her letter, which fhe fhewed me. To 
the beft of my recolle&ipn, 1 never wrote 
to Mr. Stephens, but in his wife's letters, 
which I read to her, or fhewed her, and 
was added on the fame paper fhe wrote 
on ; and he never wrote to me any other 
way ; (all this was only whilft he was at 
Wirichefter, except once that he wrote only 
to myfelf ) having wrote to her the poft 

i 

before, which' was a fulfome letter about 
his wife, 4 who, I told him, had not been 
well, (which was true) owing, I believe, 
to, his abfence : and, I proteft, I thought fo 
then. 

Thi* 



/ 
v 



( *5 :) ■ 

This letter was chiefly, if not folely, 
cxpreffing his anxiety fpr her health, and 
dependance on my friendly care: I burnt 
this, with feveral other letters, a few days 
after I received it. This moment I recol- 
left I have made a miftake ; for I had a 
letter of thanks from him whilft he was 

i 

on the expedition to Scotland, I had once 
a letter from Mr. G. Stephens, excufing 
himfelf from dining with me that day, 
according to invitation, as he was obliged 
to leave town on particular bufinefs. I 
correfponded cojiflantly with Mr. Pember- 
tbn for fome years ; and as he writes well, 
I have moft, if not all, his letters ia Lon- 
don, (and the few I had from Captain 
Magra) at leaft, I had when I came dbwn 
here laft ; for I faw them amongfl my 
papers when I came down to the ele&ion. 
All Dr. Brown's letters, feveral letters of 

bufinefs 
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bufinefs to, and copies of letters frotri rtie* 

* 

and fome others lefs material, were all re- 
moved before my return, and without my 
order. I wifli I had fome of Dr. Brown's 
letters \ for they might have done me* 
credit if feeh. 



When Mr. Stephens was at Winchefter, 
I advifed Mr;s. Stephens to take a vomit, 
thinking flie was with child ; as I had 
taken a, ridiculous notion into my head, 
that having children made a man like 
his wife lefs. 



/ 
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According to Mifs Graham's defire and 
to prevent accidents, I burnt all the letters 
I had from her as fall as they came ; which 
I have fince repented of. I alfo burnt all 
Mr. Gray's letters from the fame fear : I 
mean only thofe which I received before 

Lord 
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Lord Strathmore's return from Mr. Pair 
grave's, 



. i 



I was always extremely filly, in not 
minding reports; on the contrary, rather 
encouraged them 3 partly, that I might 
laugh at other people's abfurdities and 
credulity, and partly, becaiife I left it to 
time and reafon, to fhew they were falfe; 

\ 

and thought a variety of reports would 
puzzle people j fo that they would look 
. upon every one relating to me, as equally 
falfe, and even not credit the truth. 
Whereas, I have fince had reafon to fear it 
had quite a contrary effeft from what I 
imagined and intended. 

I foojifhly let George tell me all the ri- 
diculous ftories he heard about Mr. Gray 
apd myfelf, and other people, fo far as 

they 
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they related to us : and we ufed to laugh 
^jt them; and as he was to have been our 

courier, when we went abroad, which was 

- « 

fixed for the 8th or ioth of April, to flay 
two, three, or more years; I ufed to let 
him afk me any French words he did not 
underfland, as he knew that language. 
I gave him, the day or two before my 
marriage, the deed drawn up on account / 
of my intended marriage with Mr. Gray, 
along with a vaft heap of papers and let-* 
ters, and an old leafe or two of the houfe, 
of little or no confequence, and hid him 
put them all into the kitchen fire ; but # 
before he could get there, called him 
back, and- after fwearing him to fecrefy, 
bid him only burn the papers, and keep 
the deed till I called for, or bid him 
burn it. 



I declare 
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1 I declare folemnly, I did not do this from 
fc,ny miftruft in your generality or honour. 
How could I * For !' had a high opinion 
"of both, and had never feen or heard 

" 

(except your behaviour ttf Mrs. Stoney, 
which 1 believed to be only county of Dur- 
ham malice) any thing which induced me 
to think otherWife: befides, as I yielded 
all my fortune without any referve for 
myfelf, and as I am very far from an ex» 
travagant woman, I never had a doubt, 
you would chearfullyfupply me with what 
Turns I might want, which would be very 
imall indeed after my debts were paid, 
which I have often wjflied I could have 
done before I married. Therefore, yoti 

fee my doubt could by no means concern 

, ... , • * 

myfelf: but it ftftids; me, that having 

* * 

taken fuch precautions on my chilflttn $ 

E account, 
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account, (for whom I was anfwerable, 
f though not for myfelf ) with a man whp 

* * 

I knew Icoujd truftj I ought not to be 
lefs cautious with one whom I could nqt 
he fofirongly allured of: but I would not 
tell you of the paper, i?ft it &ould look 
JiHe miftrufti, 



Your fondnefs for my children, and the 
\generolity I thought I difcovered in you, 
on all occaiions relating to pecuniary 
xhattere; together with the apparent open- 
nefs of your temper, which wa,s v^ry bearar 
ble till long after that, made me affure my* 
felf 1 had pothing to fear for my chil- 
dren, and reproach my heart, for ever 
having entertained.^ fhadow of a doubt, 
Therefore, before we came to the elec-1 
tk>n,I ordered Qeorge to burn the paper ; ; 
"' and! 



s 
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fcflfl When we were it Gibfide* t once 
afked him if he had ; and he declared he 
had : but not content with that, I had 
Written three or four lines in French when 
I told him, (not having time to tell him 

i 

when I fpoke to him) that I charged him 

« 

never to reveal having had that deed, or of 
any other thing he knew relating to^iiej 
and threatened him if he did. This was 
xnadnefs, and thank God I changed my 
inind and burnt the paper, (for whilfl I 
hefitated, I believe he went away) elfe he 
might have fhewn that paper to Mr. Lyon : 
fo chance, flood niy friend, I confefs, and 
not prudence. 



' * V 



I told you, if t don't greatly miftake or 
forget, that I gave Mr. Stephens ioool # 
within a month or fix weeks before my mar* 
riage with you, but that J could not fpeafc 

» 

E % certainty 



( m r 

certainly a(s to the time* I have fifcce^e^ 
colle&ed that I told you wrong. About 
thatf time, I gave Mrs* Stephens a Aim iot 
her own ufe, of 50I. or jooI^ (I cannot 'be 
pofitive which, but I think .the latter) and 
this.muft have been what milled me. 

i 

Something you faid fince you came 
(^ibfids^I think it was hi* being fo com* 
umnkative, and ipeaking his opinion fa 
blunt to every body— 'reminded me of the 
fliifUke I had made : would I * had toMr 

« 

you of it then ; but I fooliGily, out of 
fear of your anger, delayed telling your 
till now; It was the very evening of the 
day I was married, that I gave Mrs. Ste~ 
phens, and not Mr. Stephens, the 1000L 
which I defoed fhe woTjld accept for her- 
felf and him, in performance of a pro- 
mife I had made him the djiy (the firft lr 
erer few him) before he wcat off with? 

that 



K 
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that mqre than woman, that I would pay 
bis debts ; he having told me at that time, 
which I remember greatly prejudiced me 
hju his favour, that he had debts to the 
amount of feme hundred pounds, and 
that he could not be eafy in his mind, tf 

V 

kc entered into an engagement with Mrs. 
Stephens} and therefore lived in my ra« 
mily (as I told him he was to do) without 
letting* us know how he was.fituated. 
This, together with the affe&ibn he tools 
that opportunity of exprelfing for his lafl 
wife, made me rejoice in having met with 
filch a-perfon. I told him, if he mader 
Mrs. Stephens a good hufband, and behavedf 
in the manner I had no doubt he would* 
I would take care he fhould hare no trou- 
tfle from his debts— -I really believe he 
soade her a good hufband, (I ftill believtf 
be does a better than fhe deferves, I am 
: - . furc 
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fure he cannot a worfe) and I gave her * 
the evening of the day I married you* 
ioool. to give him, doubting not that 
would be a pleafihg ftep to both, and en* 
dear her more to him. His apparent fin- 
fcerity and honeft freedom in expoftulat* 
ing with me, when I told him I was mar- 
ried to you, pleafed and affe&ed me great- 
ly, and moved me to a fincere forrow and 
penitence. , I thought it became a, Cler- 
gyman and an honeft One, and I thought 
him fincere and honeft in what he . faid, 
and that he rifked his fortune to fpeak 
truth : even when him and his wife went 
to France, I a&ually thought them — to that 
very time, but no longer, from fome hints 
you dire&ly after that let drop — fincere 
and faithful friends to both you and me, 
and grieved you did not treat them, better^ 
fuch was my infatuation. May M^S* 

forgive 



r 
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forgive me, the fad wretch % l unknowingly 
gave him. 



Jt was the, night, or two nights after, 
this j the night Mrs. $. and Mrs. G. S. 
came from Paul's Walden, that I fat up 
with Mn George Stephens till two o'clock 
(J think it was) in the morning, which 
gave you fuch offence. Our whole con- 

verfation was about you; he was of a 

•» 

different opinion from his brother, who 
Jie faid thought and fpoke' like a Parfon, 
but not like a gentleman of unprejudiced, 
education; a man of nice honour and 
delicate feelings. He commended what 
I had done, which he faid he never mould 
have doubted my doing, had he not be- 
lieved I w^s previously married. He 

„ ■ 

commended me much, and blamed Mr. 
Thjs, smd oKerv^tipn* anx^ ac- 
counts 
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counts of what happened at Paul's Wal- 
den, was the whole purport of out corr- 
verfation that night, which was the only 
.particular, or fo circumftantial one, 1 ever 
had with him in my life. : 

As to Mr. Stephens, I believe it is need- 
lefs to tell you, I never faw him before 
Mr. Matra introduced him to me j and 
Mr. Matra was introduced by the com- 
mendation of his brother, the Captain, 
and by the very ftrortg ones of Dr. Sp- 
lander. 

As to Mrs. Parifh, fheprovofeed me by 
^n uninterrupted ferie's of ' ill-temper, de- 
ceit, felf-intereftedriefs, and ingratitude; 
'with obflinacy, and In many refpects a, 
[■'my' children; and I 
and- misinformed me 
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in the obje&s of my charity; in fhort, 
fhe was too infufferable, elfe I woi^ld have 
retained her. But, as I owe her nothing, 
and fhe much to me, I fhall fav no more 
a,bout her. 

■ 

I cannot be pofitive as to the. month, 
but think it mull have been in Odtober, 
when I went to the Conjuror in Pear- 
ftreet. Mrs. Stephens, Mr. Pennick, Mr. 
Matra (all of whom I think breaftfafted 
with me that morning) were of the party, 
and Capt. Magra met us, I thing half way. 
Mrs. Stephens told me of a Conjuror at 
the Old Bailey, who fhe had been to ; and' 
I had a curiofity to fee him, Accordingly, 
we walked to the Old Bailey, where we 
met a little boy, who came up to us and 
afked if we wanted the gentleman who fo 
many people came after, and that he 

F would 
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would cpndu& us to him ? we faid yes, 
and he carried us through blind alleys to 
Pear- ftreet : Mrs* Stephens told me after- 
wards, it was not the man fhe had been to 
before. It was between 11 and 12, as 
near as I can recoiled!:, when we got to 
Pear-ftreet, and there were fueh a num- 
ber of people in the room we waited in, 
to whom the Conjuror was firft engaged, 
and they took fo long a time to have their 

* 

fortunes told, that it was almoft 6 o'clock 
before they began with us ; arid Capt. 
Magra and felf were weak enough to go 
down twice to the cellar or room below 
* flairs, where he fat # Capt: Magra, who 
went down in perfect unbelief, came up 
convinced of the man's knowledge from 
what he told him. The two bro- 

• 

thers, Mrs. Stephens, Mr\ Pennick, and 
myfelf, returned in a hackney-coach, 

, which 
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which was called in Smithfield, from 
Pear-ftreet to Grofv£nor-fquare, or very 
near it, I forgot which ; and I did not get 
home till pall eight o'clock, almoft ftarved 
to death with cold and hunger ; for it 
was with great difficulty we , procured, a 
little before we came awayv a little bad 

- \ 

bread and water, and two logs of green 
wood, which we put in a chimney-place 

where there was no grate, and which 

*. 

gave very little warmth, in a cold rainy 
day, to the coldeft room I ever was in, 
and which had no other furniture than 
two (or three at moft) rotten chairs, and a 
wooden trunk. I went by the name of 
the widow Smith, and' Mrs, Stephens, and 
Mr. Pennick, by fome other, which I 
cannot at prefent recollect, though I have 
endeavoured to do it. During the firft 
part of the time we wepe waiting, Mr, 

F Z Peniiick 
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■ 

Pennick wrote fome verfes (and repeated 
feveral quotations) which begun with, 

« Thro' Dirty-ftreet wc bent our way, 

« To have our Fortunes told to-day (or. this day.") * 

To the beft of my recolledtion, there 
were eight or ten more of the fame fort 
of lines followed thefe, but of which I 
could not for my life recolledt one word, 
any more than of two or four (I believe 
four) lines I wrote likewife on the parti- 

i m 

tion, which contained fome refledtioh on 
a general head ; to the beft of my remem^ 
brance, it was againft matrimony ; I am 
fure, at leaft I think I am, that I fhould 
recolleft them if I faw them again, and I 
would tell you. Before we went away, 
we rubbed all the verfes out with bur fin-r 
gers fo carefully, that I can fwear that 
none but the two which you fhewed me 

were 



i 
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were poflibly legible, and they not with- 
out the greateft difficulty, the pencil being 
blacker as they were firft written, I fup- 
pofe was the reafon they were plainer. 
Mr. Magra, and I think Mr. Pennick, ftaid 
fupper; and I believe it was nearer one 
than twelve when they went away : I can- 
not recolledl whether Mr, Gray flipped 
with me that night, but I know he did 
not dine in Grofvenor-fquare. Mrs. Ste- 
phens fiing and played from dinner till 
fupper, and afterwards we laughed at the 
adventures of the day. When we were 
, at the Conjuror's waiting, a variety of 
ftrange citizens, &c. came in and out, as 
there was but one anti-chamber for. us 
all : the gentlemen entered into convert- 
tion with them all, but I only fpoke to 
two ; the firft a woman, the beft and moft 
decent looking, who told me her hiftory, 

and 
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and her repenting of not taking the Con- 
juror's advice, who fhe confulted two or 
three times, or ofteneir, in a year. I paf- ' 
fed myf elf upon her for a .Grocer's widow, 
and was come to confult tlie Conjuror, 
whether I fhould marry a Brewer, or Su- 
gar-boiler, who propofed to me amongft 
others, and I had ten children. Mrs. 
Stephens alfo fpoke, the only one I think 
Ihe did. The other perfon I fpoke to, 
was a little Portuguefe Jew, about 15 
years old, whofe father, a rich broker, or 
pawnbroker, Capt. Magra knew ; and we. 
two fpoke to him in Spanifli, though not 
much: his father had fent him to fin4 
out who ftole fojne of his filver 'fpoons. 
It is impoffible a more exadt or true ac- 
count of this filly affair can be given, th^n 
is now before you. 



m 
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In the courfe of this long ftory, three 
or four trifling circumftances efcaped my 
memory, fo that I cannot place them un* 
der the proper heads they belonged to, - 
and now they will appear totally uncon- 
nedted ; but as I profefs (and moft fincere- 
ly) to omit not one circumftance, either 
material or trifling, and that is the only 
merit I pretend or wifh for in this Narra- 
tion j I fhall attend to exa&nefs, and not 
regularity, which you will perceive I have 
all along too much negle&ed, having 
written things exa&ly as they prefented 
themfelves to my memory. 



/ 



When Mr. Scot gave me the blue ring, 
I gave him one my father had given me, 
exa&ly the fame, by which means nobody 
perceived I had got a new ring/ and this 
none knew but burfelves. I endeavoured 



to 
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i 

to perfuade Mr. Liddle, by hints, &c> it 
was the Duke of Buccleugh and not his 
brother, whom I had a liking for, and 
puzzled him, that he fometimes thought 
the Duke, and fometimes Mr. Scot. 



When I wenrto the Park, Kenfington 
Gardens, or any way in the flreet to meet 
Mr. Gray, I forgot to mention that George 
walked behind me, and therefore knew 
of it ; alfo when I went to the Gypfies 
and Conjuror's. 



* r 



When 1 mentioned William Stamp, I 
likewifc forgot to tell you that twice or 
thrice, in paying him a bill, I gave him 
fome money (a guinea or two at moft) 
over what was due, under pretence 
of rewarding his diligence as a fervant, 
but, in fad, as a bribe (though I did 

r 

not 
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not tell hipi fo) not to fpeak of the letters 
he brought, as I told you, from New- 
caitle. 



N, B. It had almoft flipt .my memory 

to tell yoii that: Lord S/s beauty, which 

■' # 
'was then very great, and a dream or ra- 

ther vifion, to which I was foolifli enough 

to give more credit than it deferved, were 

. two grea,t inducements to me to marry 

Lord £L 



One thing more, and I have quite done, 
I do affure you, you .did me great injus- 
tice, in thinking thofe fits were affe&ed to 
which I have fo many years been fubjed, 
and from which I h^ve fuffered fo much 
at various times. The laft I had, alfo 
the night before Dr. Scott left Gibfide, 

was ind^d real ; but I confefs, that out 

O of 
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of fulkiriefs for what you had faid to me 
that day, I did nek fpeak or ajifwer yoij. fo 
fooji as I was able, 

I b#v£ now punctually, minutely, and 
moil entirely given you 'a. full account' of 
farery thing I ever did, &id, or thought, 
ftat was wrong, 



I hare, under my own hand, 

you' with a perpetual fund for unkindneffc, 

and ever* good excufe for bad ufage j but 

•'you are my hufband—l obey you, and if 

■-tail to^tinue m diftruft^ abufe, and think; 

Mftf me •'$« yoti haVe hitherto done, fravk 

f fiance ntuflr'and vpill dercidfe whtph of us, 

two is naoft to blame. 



t know, according te your- promite, 
yqta will never a|jaiti repeat paft giiey- 

ances; 
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atu&s ; but if you think of then! t iliaUf • 
fuffer as much and more from the unking 

nsfs> your brooding fitently over them: wiH 

• - - « 

coniiantly create ; for indeed I fear yaa 
are of an Unforgiving, and in chis rcfple^l 
uofbrgetfing temper* \6lfe you cojjld nor*' 
for fo many mpnths together, have he*, 
haved fO uniformly cruel to one whofe 
whole wiih and ftudy was to pkafe you. > 



i 

If you think my fi&cerity and ttnre* 
ferved confeffion of my faults may gnfttte = 
trie to a/k a favour, k£ me beg your pm*. 
tnife to burn thefe papers, at leaft tljtft yos* 
Will deftroy them when I die, that I may 
not#artd condemned and difgraced, under 
my own hand, topoiterity. '• 

* 

I am going tg fulfil my promote 0/ lay* 
iiig before you all tjjf crimes an4 foibl<ejt 
^f rny life. To prove that I am fincere, 

Ga I know 
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I know not what method to take. I can- 
not make any imprecations oh myfelf, as 
I am already fo loaded with mifery , that 
there is only one ciirfe which is not mine 
already. Therefore, I only wifh that one 
may happen to me, if I do not fpeak (with- 
out the leafl: extenuation) the whole and 
exa& truth: that I do this I can only refer 
to a long feries pf fufferings and patience to 
prove, if it pleafe God to "give me flxength 
and refolutioii to trail out my exiftence till 
even you are convinced,, by my example, 
that a perfon who has once been vicious, 
may repent and become good. 



I am convinced that the want of a pro- 
per fenfe of religion has been the original 
caufe of all my errors 5 all the grounds 
of this mifchief was laid before my father 
died, and then I was only between eleven 

and 
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and twelve years old. My father was the 
youngeft of four tons* and intended for 
a profeflion, but never would give his 
mind in the leaft to ftudy,; on the contrary, 
when only eighteen he ran away, and laid 
out what money his mother had given 
him for other purpofes, in buying a com- 
miffion in the army, where he continued 
'till he came to the eft ate. . As he was 
uncommonly handfome, and a great rake 
in his youth, he grew very pious in his 
advanced years, and having felt the want of 
education and ftudy, for he was (as I have 
heard him fay) determined his heir fhould 
not feel the fame inconveniences ; accord- 
ingly, he brought me up with a view to 
my being as accomplifhed at thirteen, as 
his favourite firft wife was at l that age, in 
ev<erykind of learning, except- Latin. 



At 



2 



I 
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At four years old I could read uncoHi* 
monly well, and was ke£t tight to it, made 
to get many things off by heart. I read 
the Bible, but at the fame time equal or 
greater pains were taken to indraft me 

i 

in the Mythology of every Heathen nation 

that ever cxifted; and, my father, who 

Was a real patriot and & brave man, was 

i 
continually expatiating on the patriotic 

virtues, and mining merits of the ancient 

r 

philofophers and heroes. My mind wat 
£b puzzled with fuch a variety of religions* 
that, except the firm belief of a God, I 
knew not which of all the modes of wor- 
fhip to adopt from real convi&ion ; as to 
the weak judgment of a child, all appear* 
ed equally fupported by tradition. How- 
ever, I faw my father was a chriftian* and 
a proteftant, therefore I called and be- 
lieved myfelf one too, though it js not 

tilt 



t 

till within thefe few months that I have 
had leifure, compofupe, and inclination to 
inveftigate thefe matters $ and jiow I am 
become a chnlU.n tn.m ,:onv lftl on. 



« 

\ 



Another misfortune for toe, was, that 

• • • 

though my father did not applaud fuicitte 
and revenge in general terms, by their 
names; I have often heard hitn fpeak 
highly of men who have beeii guilty of 
them ; Gqto for one inftance,. My father's 
whole care and attention was beftowed cm 
$he improvement of my knowledge* ifc 
whatever I (hewed a genius fpr ; and ia 
acquiring inc . a great flock of health, 
hardening and ftrengthcaiing my consti- 
tution by every poffible means, often the 
rigid ones. My father was cofctinu*- 
fiUy talking of , and endeavouring to incul- 
i%m into i»e, (entiments of generofity, 

x s grati- 
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gratitude, fortitude, and duty to himfelf, 
and an infatiable thirfl: for all kinds at 
knowledge. , But I never heard him once 
fay, to the beft of my recollection, that 
chaftity, patience, and forgivenefs 6f 
injuries, were virtues ; and he was very 
paflionate. During his life, my mother 
did not interfere with my education. 
When: I was between eleven or twelve 

I 

years old, he died. Amongft other things 
my father" made me fpeak fpeeches before 
much company, and get moft part "of 
Ovid's Metamorphofes by heart, as well 
as MiltQn, &c. My mother ftaid- at Gib^- 
£de, where my father died, till I was near 
thirteen. We went then to London and ftaid 
till I was fourteen, flie continuing all that 
time iii fuch affli&ion, as to be incapable 
of attending either to my education or mo- 
rals ; for the former fhe relied on the beft 

matter* 
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matter, and my own defire of learning, and 
for my conduit, fhe relied on an old maid- 
en aunt, Mrs. J. B. who came up to town, 
and till I married I lived chiefly with her. 
This woman firft introduced me into the 
world, when my mother could not go out* 
She had been a celebrated beauty, and ex-. 
tremely vain ; but, unfortunately for me, 
of nothing more, than having a niece who 
was one of the greateft fortunes in Eng- 
land ; and (though I ought not to fay it, 
nor do I but with confufion and ihame, 
that I did not employ my talents better) 
a prodigy of learning. Mrs. Montague, 
amongft others, was pleafed to honour me 
with her friendfhip, approbation^ and cor- 
respondence, (I can yet fhew feveral of 
her letters) and this continued without in- 
terruption till Lord S. after my marriage, 
obliged me to break off with her, in a 

H very 
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very rude and abrupt manner, (going no 
more to. her Sundays, and only once a 
year rapping at her door) telling me fhe 
was a wild, light, (illy woman, of bad 
chara&er, and not fit for my acquaintance. 
Sadly againft my inclination, J was forced 
to comply,, and give her up, with many 
Others. ■ 



s 



But, to return to my aunt : flie was for 
two years (after which I returned under 
my mother's care) ft> indulgent a chape- 
ron, that I mud fay, if I had not been " 
more prudent than moft young girls of 
fitly age, I might hatve been lefs fo. 



The firft imprudence I ever was guilty 
of, was carrying on for twelve months % 
flirtation with Mr. Scott, the Duke of Buc- 
cjeugh's brother, whom I frequently met 

mi 
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and danced with at children's balls, as 

» 

they were called, and chiefly at the Du- 
chefs 6f Northumberland's. Girls and 
boys were admitted from five or fix, tp 
fourteen or fifteen years old. I was thir- 
teen when this began, and tyfr. Scott was 
a year or two older, I cannot be fure 
which. He liked • my converfation, and 
as he was fmart . and clever, I liked his j 
and all this would have only :been a flir- 
tation, I really believe, had not my filly 
coufin, Liddell,' who was his fchool-fellow, 

« • - ■ 

* / 

and was flaying with my mother, teazed 
us into a belief that we were in love with 
each other; however, no further engage- 
ment pafled between us than that he told 
Hie he had a tender, affe&ion for me, and 
liked my company better than any other 
girl's ; at which I was not difpleafed, 
but iii return, I particularly ,remem- 
ber I made ufe of the words, " ten- 

H a der 
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der cftecm for him." He went foofl 
after into the army, and befpre he fet out 
for Germany afked me to exchange rings 
with him, which I readily agreed to ; and 
you know and have often feen the ring* 
He died about a twelve month after he 
went abroad, of the fmall pox, in the na- 
tural way # 

Ni B. The prefent Mr. Charles Fox had 
a great liking for me, and followed me, 
but had too^much pride to tell me fo di- 
redtly, as he faw I preferred Mr. Scott, for 
which reafon, I know, he abufed both. 

This affair of Scott's, was a great im- 
prudence, but, thank God, no worfe. 

* 

After I recovered the fliock of Mr. 
Scott's death, whofe mother, Lady Dal- 
keith, hurt me much by her unfeeling- 
nefs j I amufed myfelf, till I engaged to 

marry 
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I 

marry Lord S. with alternate ftudy and di- 
verfions; fuch as public places, &c. I 
had, I do affure you> no partiality for any 
man in the world, though I had a great 
many offers made to my mother for me ; 
as I told every body who offered, that I 
fhould not hear any thing on that fubje& 
from any perfon, as all offers of that 
kindmuft come through my mother : ac- 
cordingly, they all found theftifelves obli- 
ged to apply to her ; by which conduft, 
I was both efteemed an uncommon pru- 
dent girl, and had the fatis faction of re- 
filling a great many people of rank, in 
fuch due form as flattered my vanity, and 
made it impoffible they could deny (as 

* 

they might otherwife) that they had of- 
fered to me. And fo great was my repu- 

» 

tation for prudence in thefe refpe&s, that 
though a young Venetian Marquis, with 

my 
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lily mothers acknowledged confent and 

'4 

approbation, attended on me for near a 
- twelve month, to all public places as Ci- 
cefbeo, and was frequent in his vifit$ at our 
houfe, the world did us jiiflice in believ* 
ing this connexion was entirely owing 
to my mother j and wifhing me to be , 
perfect iii the Italian language, and to his 
fpeaking Englifh fo very badly, that he 
could keep no company, but fuch as fpoke 
Italian (for his French was little. better) and 
the number of thafe was ftill much more 
inconfiderable at that period than itis now, 
efpecially amongft the ladies. My mother 
was always partial to the Italian nation 
and their language. The Marquis, who 
was on his travels through Europe, pro- 
ceeded to Paris, and fo we parted with the 
fame civility and indifference,, as .we met: 
he fent uiy two little dogs from; Paris ; 

wrote 
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wrote once or twice from France, and 
once from Peterfburgh $ fince when, I have 
heard nothing of or from him, 




V 



I gave fome encouragement to Lord 
Strathmore, but it was flight, though more 

» 

than to others : he wrote a letter to me 
with a declaration ; and having, as I after- 
wards found, tried unfuccefsfully, many 
ways to get it conveyed to me, fent it by 
Mrs. Baker, who came under a pretence 
of fpending . a day or two with my mo- 
ther, who, at that time, hated the fight of 
her, and never afked her to ftay all night, 
as fhe thought her very officious, in fpeak- 
ing much, and greatly, in praife of the 
Lord Strathmore's family; as my mother 
thought, (though file never pofitively told 
s me fo) I ihewed more partiality to Lord S. 
% ban jo any other perfon. Mrs. Baker took 

an 
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V 

an opportunity, when fhe was out of the 

» 

room, to give me Lord S 's letter ; I gUelP 
ed what it was, but, after reading, a few 
of the firft lines, returned it to Mrs. B. 

* * 

telling her, I woilld not receive any letters 
in that manner, and I thought the office 
fhe had undertaken very unbecoming of 
her, or any gentlewoman ; and that the 
gentleman, whofe name I had not looked 
at, or was defirous to know, (here fhe in- 
9 terrupted me and faid it was Lord S.) muft 

apply to my mother, if he meant to have 
any anfwer. I then left her under great 
mortification ; but I did not tell my mother 
what had pafled, from an apprehenfion, 
that it might fet her more againft my mar« 
rying Lord S ; and, becaufe fhe was fo 
f> referved, that fhe did not treat even me, 

with the confidence, I think, a daughter 
entitled to. Therefore, I never durft open 

jny 
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!mv heart to, or conflilt upon thefe fub- 

4 ]q6ts ;" and to this. I attribute, in a great 

meafure,. the chief of my, misfortunes 

* - > 

through life. Indeed,; I.muft; fay, I was - 
always a dutiful child tp her,; till I was 
married, and . I have often heard her 
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Soon after Lord S. received my anfwer 
from Mrs. jBaker, he came to Gibfide, and 

■ *' * t /I t , • . I « I • - _ / I » 

, made his proposals in form to my mother, 
who jtold him, fhe^would acquaint me, 

f and as we were going diredtly to London, 
for which place he alfo was going to fet 
out, he fhould have his anfwer there : but 
fh£ did not teli\me. of hi$ haying offered, 
till tw0.d3.ys after he had left the houfe; 
and then affected to mention it as a thine 

, fhe did not doubt I fliould refufe ; as, Ihe 

'•»<•.. r 1 . - , , • . "... , ■ * » • # — 

«*« ^ •- ..'»r\ \ *»,.' .*. ../<•• », / , r •» 

iaid, there were three obje&ions; diforder 

i m 



I 
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in the family; a mother, and many 

brothers and fillers, whom, perhaps, I 

f ♦ 

fliould find troublefome } and, laftly, (the 

chief with her) his being a Scotchman, 

The firft, t had often heard, was' only a 

falfe report, and believed fincerely it pre* 

ceeded from envy, ill nature, and partly 

fpite : the fecond, would afford me ^n op* 

portunity of endearing myfelf to my huf- 

band, whofe relations, I never doubted, 

would behave well to me j and the third, 

was a recommendation, as I. had always a 

jnuch greater partiality for the Scotch and 

Irifh, than for the Englifli. 



I accordingly told her, that I had no 
objection to Lord Strathmore j hut, that 
if her's were infuperable, I would not 
marry without her confent— only claimed 
{he privilege of not marrying at all; 

•Which, 



I. 



i 
f 
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* • 

which, in that cafe, I was determined 
on. She then gave her confent, and faid, 
fhe would tell Lord S. when he came to . ' 
town, as agreed on j and he went to town ^ 

dire<5tty. I muft not omit here to men~ 1 

tion, that Mrs. Parifh, then my governcfs, 
fpoke greatly againll Lord S. 



His favourite uncle, Charles Lyon, 
taking a fever, and dying juft after we left 
the country, detained Lord S. fo long from 
coming up to London to receive this, 
and as he durll not write, I did not 

4 

know the caufe, that I thought myfelf 
flighted. Though grieved and provoked, 
I put on a cheerful countenance, and 
danced frequently at Almack's, with va- 
rious people who followed me; though 
they had not then declared themfelvess 
simongft thefe, the moft aifiduous were 

I a Lord 
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Lord Mouritftuart and' Mr. Chaloner.\ I 
gave neither of them encouragement ; yet ' 

they contrived one night to quarrel, and 

.... * 

. put the whole robin in 'an uproar at Al- 



-w v r 



mack's, about who fhould fit next me at' 
flipper. Both went out in'a paffion; a 



• l - i 



challenge was* given, but prevented by one 
of the gentlemen (I believe Mr. Chaloner, 
but never could be fure which) aflring par- 
don. ' Lady Mduhtftuart, then Mifs Wind- 
for, fat one fide of me, and having even 
. then a partiality for Lord M.S. begged me to 
take notice 6f and encourage him, as he 
:was like a madman, and expofed himfelr 
to all the company, "t cbnfefs, I did; witii 

t * 

a premeditated defigri; fliew great civility 
to Lady Bute and her daughters, one night 

at Almatk's, in order, that before Lord's. 

'* - * - * * * . * 

arrived, and my engagement to him was 

known, I might have ah opportunity of 

■"*.*'•. refufing 
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■ 

% refuting LorcT M. S. '"this Civility, v Which 

Eady Bute conftrued into encoiiragemeinr, 

had the delired eiied: : and oVer-reaehed 

fier great caution and pride (which Ikinew 

ffie liacf j in not offering, with a etiaricb 

of Her fon's being refufed : next morning 

ie waited on my mother, to propofc for 

Her ion, and inet a mortification which 

Hiirt'*her much; arid made him keep his 

Led for a week. This I confefs, was down- 

rr^ht ! 7 girlifhnefs, mitcliievbufneft, and 



» . < % 



vanity, 



j 



'My m^arriage treaty with Lord S. for 
TOife'^elay or 'other, tailed oh afaoutii Vear 
krttf'a'lralP; during wMch, I found our 
•^efnpets, difpofitiotttf, and ' fufris 'different 

"iLi^ifhed to retra&* (and* w6uld, r if I^dui*ft 

.- •■ « » - - 

Tiave coiifulted with my mother) burirfy 
*prideivarid fometim^s my weaknefs, ^ tit* lfl 

* ... 

not 
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not let me: at length we were 
at Paul's Walden, and I was brought a 
fortnight after to Gibfide ; though I had 
began to be ill, juft before I fet out, as 
two or three of the party had fluxes at 
Paul's Walden ; which we attributed to 
my mother's bad Port- wine. I faid, though 
I never tailed but one glafs of it, that it 
had alfo affedted me, in a moil dangerous 
and poifonous manner, by a partial erup- 
tion ; though I don't believe the do&ors 

■ « 

were, or could be, impofed upon. 



I intended candidly, and in the fulleft 

r 

manner, to lay before ypu every a&ion of 
my life, relative to the lead imprudence I 
ever was guilty of : I have written a good 
deal j but as you are impatient, and per- 
ceiving I labour under a load of imputa- 
tions, yet unknown to me, though cre- 
dited 



J 
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<dited by you,* many of which, I dare fay, 
are falfe : I ftiall, till after this is finifhed, 
leave the trifling tilings, Vhich were only 
inadyertencies any girl might be and is 
guilty of i and haften to tell you, in as 
few WQrds as poflible, every imprudence, 
and every crime, I have been guilty of, 
fince my marriage with Lord Strathmore, 
which is as far back as I imagine you are 
immediately anxious to know. 



I had by him all my five children; and 
during that time, never had one thought, 
did one adtion, or faid one word, which 

i 

Heaven might not know without blaming 
me, Qf indeed himfelf ; except the dif- 
like I had but too much caufe to enter* 
tain for Mr. Lyon. Before I had been 
many months married, however, I put up 
ydtk that, and the difagreeable behaviour 

Qf 



r ( -*» . ) 



of the reil of the family, and . concealed 

1 • - i - • t -J 

it as much as ppflable from -the world, till 

..he publicly, and caufglefsly, as many can 

witnefs,, infulted me in the public rooms 

at Edinburgh, where I w?s with him. and 

*•*■» ..».'»> .„_■ . 

Mrs. Lyon, who was juft married, 3H 
the race- week, without Lord Strathmore : 
dining' which. tim^, he behaved in fuck a 
manner, as fcandalized the whole toWji of 
Edinburgh^ who, at that time y hated him 
as much as they liked and pitied me, I 
/complained, mildly t to Lord St^athmore 
q,bout his brother; but it 'was an unfortu- 
ji^te and mod prejudiced rule with him, 
that Mr. Lyon could ijot err,: fo I got no * 
o)ihQr,*redrefs thai^ his faying, that though 
hq/vvas haftyj, h^ had a gooc^ he^rt, a^d, 
| r^ver* meant to, offend. I jiever cpm- 
p)ain r ed to .my. ii)other on any occafion of 

' ' ' 4 

.Lord S. of his family: but, on the coa- 

' - * - t - -. rf « » \ . .. . .• 1 ' < . . 

' , trary, 
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trary, exprefled an uncommon regard for 
both, of which fhe was jealous, and made 
her believe they ufed me extremely well : 

r 

for as I had married him againft her ad- 
vice, my pride would not let me complain, 
had they ufed me ten times worfe. 



The year before this, Mr. Robert Gra- 
ham, of Fuitry, took all opportunities to 
be in my company, and to exprefs, though 
not improperly, his regard and attention 
to me, He once told me fo pofitively, and 
received fuch an anfwer as was proper, 
and which, from my foolifti flirting with 
him, I dare fay he did not expedt. He 
went from Glames in a pet, and being a 
man of violent refentments (which in all 
inftances have turned out againft himfelf ) 
he dire&Iy propofed to Mjfs Peggy Mylne, 
who always had a penchant for ftim ; hut 

K whom 
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whom he had taken every opportunity, 
both in public and private, to ibufe in a 
moft groundlefs and violent manner ; and 
to proffefs, that he would rather die than 
marry her : yet fhe confented — they were 
married fuddenly without his parents con- 
fent. - . 






The year before, when I was on a vifit 
to his mother, I favv for the firft time, and 
not again for two years, his youngeft 
brother, James; . he was quite a boy, but 
a very extraordinary one, and I mufl cOn* 
fefs, much too forward for his years, and 
too confciou« of thofe fhining talents, 
, which no 1 heart can, in fome degree with- 
out difficulty, be proof againft, when he 
chofe to exert his art. I have the greateft 
reafon to thinks he, from that time, forii^ 
e4 a defign of enjoying xny affe&ipns : he 

jnade 
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made many attempts to come with his 
other brothers to Glamis; biit they con- 
,ftantly, as Mifs Graham told me, refufed 
to bring him : and he introduced himfelf, 
or rather in a manner forced himfelf in, 
to come to Glamis one day with his lifter ; 
when fhe walked to Bridge Town, fcarce 
three miles from Glamis, where fhe, and 
indeed myfelf, often ufed to go, to fee an 
amiable and elegant woman, one Mrs. 
Douglas, wife to my desfr Emilia's bro- 
ther ; where he fometimes, and particu- 
larly at that time, was flaying. He, as I 
afterwards found, offered to fet her home 
to Glamis, when fhe was flaying with mc, 
but fhe would not let him ; upon which 
he told her, there were droves of horned 

t 

cattle on the road, as it was the high road 
to Forfar, where he told her it was mar- 
ket-day \ and knowing her extreme timi- 

K 2 dity • 
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dity in that refpcft, he was fure Ihe would 
. not refufe him. She did not, and as he 
has a consummate affurance and high 
opinion of himfelf, though he fometimes 
affects madefty, he introduced himfelf to 
Lord S. and me ; and under one pretence 
* "or other, contrived to flay a fortnight at 
Glamis ; during which time, he did every 
thing to ingratiate himfelf, and fucceeded 
fo well, that he could not help perceiv- 
ing the progrefs he had made: and 

\ 

■v 

indeed, when he preffed me to it, I part- 
ly confeffed it. Luckily his fifter was 
flaying with me ; fo we never were alone, 
but us three walking a whole morning, 
to the amount of feveral miles meafured, 
in the great hall at Gkmis, every turn 
he marked with a pencil. I had my hand 
v on a pieee of paper he pinned up at the 
end of the hall, which paper and pencil, 

unluckily 
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unlucky a very remarkable one, he told 
me he would preferve as his lif^ ; but I 
hope he has loft it. I am not fure, but I 
have reafon to think, he got fome of my 
hair from his lifter. He was ordered to 
London to join his regiment. 



Mr. Graham, of Fuitry, did not know 
of my liking for his brother j but as his 
affiftance was abfolutely neceflary in get- 
ting the money conveyed to London, 
which I was bent on fending him as from 
.an unknown ; Mifs G. told him that, out 
of friendfhip for her, and thinking her 

m 

brother James a very promifing young 
m$n, I meant to fend him fome ftioney 
to fpend in London : accordingly, he af- 
fifted her in forwarding it to him. Mifs 
Graham contrive^ a way for us to corres- 
pond, which,' though the letters were in- 
tercepted, 
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tercepted, nothing could be difbovered, is 
we fixed initials quite different from the 
real names ; by which we fignified our-, 
felves, and the- people we had ofteneft 
bccafion to mention : and \tfhen I meant 
to tell her any thing, or fhe to me, always 
faid C. L. bid me tell A. B. fo and fb. I 
burnt all her letters as I received them, 
which I am now forry I did, and I de- 
manded the fame of her; but fhe beg- 
ged of me earneftly to let her keep, for 
her perufal and entertainment, fometimes 
thofe parts of my letters which did not con- 
cern her brother:- — that, I would not refufe 
her, promifing me fhe would burn or de- 
face every word concerning him, and 
fhewing me a letter for an example of 
what fhe faid. 



I fa w 
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I faw Mr. James. Graham in London 
after he left Scotland, juft before he fail* 
ed for Minorca; but found him much 
altered towards me, and therefore my 
pride made me treat him with the indif- 
ference I ought, though it almoft broke 
toy heart. This is all, and far too much, 
of this foolifh affair. 



I had almoft forgotten to mention, that 
Mifs Graham told me, the fecond of her 
three brothers (David) was a great admirer 
of mine, and perpetually talking of me; 
and that when he did, his eyes ufed to 
dart fire, and fparkle like diamonds (thefe 
were her very words) but I h?id only her 
word for thinking he had any partia- 
lity for me. He was ftill handfomer 
than either of his brothers (my favourite 
W^s the ieaft fo) but before I was fcarce 

acquainted 
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acquainted with David, I was fo taken up 
with James, that I paid no attention to 
him. James has or had a picture of me, 

a 

which he drew himfelf from memory; 
and I am told by the few who faw it, 
that it refembles me more than any pic- 
ture which was ever taken of me. I 
ought to tell you, why I faid Mrs. G. was 
not good and virtuous: I am convinced, 
flie did Mifs Douglas's (Emelia) memory 
a great injuftice, and in a mod treacherous 
manner; for I am fure it fprang from 
her. She then quarralled with Mrs, 
Mylne, an amiable woman, and univer- 

fally refpe&ed, becaufe her eldeft brother 
married her fecond daughter; an agree- 
able good girl, but with no fortune : and 
before this, {he ufed to prpfefs juft the 
fame friendship and difinterefted friend*- 
fhip fhe afterwards did for me; which 

had 
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had flic been a man, was fecmingly fo 
violent, I fhould have called it love. She 
was very deceitful and cunning, and, I 
believe, had an intrigue with Mr. Demp- 
fter : flie would with Mr. Nairn, had he 
chofen f 



\. 



I afked Mr. and Mrs. Stephens, at the 1 
fame time, for fome of their hair (I think 
they were together, but of that cannot be 

* 

pofitive) when I afked them. I afked alfo 
Mr. Matra for a lock of his. Mr. Ste- 
phens had a ring compofed, half of Mrs. 
Stephens's hair and half of mine ; it is 
.quite plain, not fet, round with any thing . 
I cannot be certain whether I gave it him, 
or whether he got it himfelf — I think I 
gave it him myfelf ; it was immediately 
after his marriage: but what puzzles my 
pofitive, recolle&ion is, that I know about 

Ia that 
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that time, Mrs. Stephens aiked me for 
fome of my hair, which I gave hen She 

• * 

fold me, fobn after, that ft$e intended giv- 
• ing George Walker fome prefent, for the 

trouble he h^d about Mr. — ■ and her 

letters ; and that Ihe intended giving him 
a breaft-locket, with her own hair fet in , 
pne part of it, and a bit of mine with it, 
?tnd that fhe had fome of it by her; 
which, as fhe could not afford to make 
him a great prefent of intrinfic value, 
flic thought nothing could be more accep- 
table to fo faithful a fervant. I told her, 
as I then thought, that he certainly was 
fo, and had been of great ufe to Mr. G^ 
and me; but, that I thought it an odd 
prefent, thefe were my very words ; and 
?is I faid no more, ihe befpoke it, a»4 
when it was finifhed, the addition of the 
piecq of hair, which was very fmalt and[ 

^overe^ 



^ 



( ii ) 

covered with glafs*, prevented its fallen- 
ing : fo it was returned, and Mrs. Ste-* 
phens got one ready made at a pawnbrcn 
ker s fhop, one day when fhe and me walk* 
ed into the city, out of euriofity to fee 
thofe kind of fhops, and called at a great 
number : at one of them, I bought a watch 
Which I gave George. — I gave George^ 
about this time, fome very old horfe fur- 
niture ; which, though quite fpoilt, be-* 
fides being infinitely too antiquated for ufe* 
contained fo much fil ver, that if L do not 
miftake, it fold for upwards of 20I. : Mrs* 
Parifh had difpleafed me fo much, and, apt 
as I am to beimpofedon, hadfhewn fuch 
proofs of a dirty intereftednefs, that I de- 
termined to part with her ; but, as fhe had 
lived with, and partly educated ine fo 
many years, was refolved it fhould be on 
good terms ; therefore, T refolved to raife 

La' 2000L 
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loool. by any means, the firft money 1 ex- 
pended. This, I thought, would beTuf- 
ficient to make her eafy in circumftances, 
if ihe was interefted as I thought her, or, 
if it was poflible I had been miftaken in 
her character, convince me by her ftill re- 
maining with me, that I had done her in- 
juAice. This I concealed from my mo- 
ther, till I put it in execution, being great- 
ly difpleafed at her offer of lending me 
500I. when fhe knew, what diftrefs I 
was in, and that fuch a fum would 
do nothing for me. I even denied to 
my mother, when I gave Mrs. Parifh 
the 2000I. (which I did at Paul's Walden, 
borrowing it of Mr. Peele, when he came 
there after Lord S.'s death, fome time be- 
fore I returned to town) and my mother 
believed I did not entertain the moll dis- 
tant 
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tant thought thatfhe would leave me* ex- 
cept by marrying. 



As Mrs. Parifh's conduct to nie hai 
been, her lifter's excepted, the moft vile, 
ungrateful, and pernicious, that ever was 
heard of, I fhall fay nothing about it here, 
as, during the whole, I, cannot tax myfelf 
with doing any thing wrong ; and this pa- 
per is only meant as a confeflion of my 
crimes and faults. But; if you pleafe, I will 
tell you every circumftance relating to her 
behaviour, and to the ftrange i manner 
fhe behaved to Mr. G. when, at his earn- 

eft requeft, he thinking fhe might be of 

> * 

ufe to me, I confented to his talking to 

her, and attempting to perfuade her to ftay 

■ ■ • ■ 

with me, as from himfelf. 



Juft 
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juft before fhe left me, I went to Paul's 
Walden, to tell my mother I was married, 
that I might, get the Hart of Mrs. Parifh* % 
who, I was fure, would write to tell her 
the very day after our parting was agreed 
on ; and who, I believe, had it riot been 
for interefted motives, and the fear of dif- 
pleafing my mother, would Have told her* 
long before, which I have many reafons 
to be certain fhe did not. I did not in- 
tend to declare my marriage till April, juft 
before we left England, or to be married 
actually till we were abroad, a fhort time 
before I laid in ; and I propofed t6 ftay 
three or four years to vifit France, Italy* 
Hungary, and Bohemia, and perhaps 
Spain and Portugal : I did not tell even 
Mr. Gray> pofitively, my defigns about 
marriage. 

But 
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But I had almoft forgotten, that the rea^ 
fori why I mentioned the 2000L and Mrs, 
Parifh, was, that I might tell you, foon 
after I came out of town after Lord S/s 
death, I was perpetually fending George 
backwards and forwards to London, to 
raife the 2000L After I applied to Mr. 
Mayne, (who faid, he could not lend me 
that fupi without his partner's concur- 
rence), I then applied to Fernandez, and 
a number of other Jews, who did not 
know me, and I did not fign my name to 
the letter j but they would not lend me 
on any other terms than annuities, which 

V would not think of, and they were 
.dreadfully unreafonable ones. If I could, 

I would have raifed three thoufand pounds, 

to have had one thoufand pounds in hand. 

"When George went backwards and for- 

wards 
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wards to thefe Jews, I ufed always to write 
to, and hear from Mr. G. who Hayed j.uft 
about that time after me in town. When 
I was at Paul's Walden, and he in Scot- 
land, all his letters to me came under 
cover to George, anci he always diredted 
mine to him; and under forne pretence 
or other, went to Welwyn, Stephenage, 
Hitchin, or Hatfielcf, and put them in 
himfelf. 





When I came oqcafionally to faulV 
Walden, for a week or a few days, once 
or twice a fortnight* after I was fettled iji 
town, I ufed to enclofe my letters often, 
under cover to George, (whpm, on th$t 
account, I generally left in town) and with 

it, directions fometimes to him, to fend 

* * - • ■ 

meflages, or deliver npt^s about plays, 
operas, dinings, tea-drinking, &c. anct 
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often inclofed dite&ions to the houfe- 
keeper of affairs relating to the houfe, 
&c. and fometimes I enclofed to George 

s 

undef the frank to her, and bid her give 
it once or twice. I remember; that hav- 
ing enclofed a number of letters and notes , 
to be delivered out, I faid, Go and tell 
Mr. G, I have no time to vrritt now, but 
#iall be in Grofverior-fquare, and expe<fl ' 
him at fetch an hour* When Mrs. Ste r 
phens eloped, and Icame to Paul's Wal- 
deii, I left George in town to receive the 
Plknta family, and fend me a conftant 
account of their motions ; which he did: 
I wifh I had kept them, as you might 
have liked to fee them j but being, as I 
thought, of no confequence after fhe re- 
turned and knew the accounts, I burnt 
them. 



M 
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- Mr. Mylne, whofe fitter married Mr,\ 
G. only lent Lord S. io,oool. the half of 
what he is worth ; and though the phy- 
sicians declared her life was in danger, if 
flie did nor go to Italy for her health di- 
rectly (where I believe fhe now is) he was 
threatened to be Hopped- by Lord S/s cre- 
ditors, who wquld come upon him. In 
this fituation, he defired Mr. G. when he 
faw him in Scotland, and who he knew 
had long been an acquaintance of mine, 
to write to me, and beg I would allow 
him to ufe my name, and fay, I would 
dfee the money fliould be paid out of; the 

4 . 

Scotch eftates, and the firft; debt dis- 
charged. Mr. G. told him, he could not 
poffibly take fuch a liberty with me ; ef- 
.pqcially as he had not written to me even 
a letter of condolance, as civility requir- 
ed, fince Lord S.'s death. But Mr. Mylne , 
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preiled him fo much, and conjured him* 

4 

• i 

as he regarded his fiber's life j that, not to 
make it appear fufpicious by too pofitive 
fefufing, he wrote me a formal letter, and, 
at the fame time a private one, (both "of 
which I am pretty fure are returned, and 
I can fhew you) and I anfwered him in the 
fame way : to Mr. Mylne I wrote a civil 
letter, telling him Mr. G. had informed 
me of his wifhes ; that I was forry it was 
not in my power to fee his money paid 
which was due to him, as I had refufed 
taking adminiftration ; but that if it was 
abfolutely neceflary, my regard for Mi's. 
Mylne, who is indeed an amiable woman, 
would induce me to join with him in 
being fecurity to his creditors : however, 
he never, after writing me a letter r J * 
thanks, claimed any offer, and got abr - 
very well without it. 

M 2 '• I c 



I confefc, I mould not have thought it 
necefiary ? or any part of my agreement, 
to tell you the reafon why I faw 'Mr. G. 
only every other night, had you not de- 
fired I would : it was fo agreed on between 
us, that by the intervention of one night, 
we might meet the next with more plea- 
fure, and have the lefs chance of being 
tired of each other. Not to mention, that 
as it was often four or five in the morn- 
ing before he went away, a night of ileep 
was absolutely neceffary : as our converfa, 
tion was to be lalling, and I generally 
went to my room at eleven o'clock the 
night he came, which I thought would 
lppk odd, and fometimes put me to difficult 
ties, if I was^at the Opera in a great croud, 
had company fupped with me, or any 
other hindrance ; and I always contrived 
that mould not be the cafe the nights he 
- came: 
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Came : I faw him fome part of every day, 

> 

or when I did not by any accident, he 
never failed writing. 

A black inky kind of medicine (which 
I have mentioned before) occafioned two 
of my mifcarriages : the third, after, try- 
ing the black medicine without effedt, was 
occafioned by a vomit of emetic ; eating 
much pepper, and drinking a wine-glafs 
of brandy. I am afhamed to fay, I tried 

all thefe things the fourth time, without 

> 

the fmaUeft effed. 



I do affaire you, that no man ever took 
the fmalleft liberty with me (Lord S. your-? 
{elf , and Mr. G, excepted) except three or 
four times that Mr. Stephens kifled me, 
under one pretence or other j and once or 
twice that jvjr, G.S. as we were Handing 
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by the fire fide, put his arm round .my 
Waift. Once, alfo, as I was admiring 
fome very fcarce and valuable plants at 
Hammerfmith, Mr. Lee told me, if I 
would allow him the honour to falute a 
Countefs, he would give me -the moil cu- 
rious; which I did, arid had the plant.. 
I recoiled once, that Mrs. Stephens fitting 
on one of her hufband's knees, I fat on 
the other. 

Mr. G: S. I know, was free in his "way 

* 

of thinking and adling ; but his brother 
I thought a different man, from fome 
things I had heard him fay ; and which 
Mrs. Matra told me. Two or three times 
Mr. Stephens has come into my room, 
when my maid was drefling my hair, and 
1 took him into my bed-room, out of the 
drawing-room, where Mr. G. M; was to 

., fpeak 



./ 
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fpeak about going off with Mrs, .Ste- 
phens. 

Many of the things thefe papers cpn^ 
tain, I have had an opportunity of telling 
you fince I began to write them, which I 
did not intend to do; till ydti read them 
here: other things you have, in the courfe 
of the fame time, told me you was tho- 
roughly acquainted with : however I 
would not alter, and I give you my 
thoughts exa<flly, as they firft prefehted 
themfelves to me, as you will eafily per- 
ceive 1 wrote no rough copy. 

, My almoft ftarying myfelf to death at 
GJamis ; my taking, in anger, almoft a 
whole bottle of that black medicine j my 
foolifh behaviour about the cloaths and 
favours I befpoke for Mr. Stephens's wed- 
ding ; 



'/ 
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ding ; the dancings on that occafion ; my 
allowing Mr. Stephens to call me his own 
wife ; my worfe than fooliflinefs in going 
to St. Paul's with Mrs. Stephens and Mr. 
Pennick ; and my making an excufe (with 
the laft defert of chriftening fome kittens) 
to have company to dine with me that day : 
all this knowing you are thoroughly in^ ■♦, 
formed of, I do not give more minutely 
than thus, on that account; nor fhould I 
have named them at all, had it not been 
for the oath's fake, which I could not fa- 
tisfy my confcience in taking, if I omitted, 
at leaft mentioning, any one of even the 
moll trifling imprudencies I committed. 



I Have ttold you of Mr- C. W. having 
my hair and I his ; and you know what 
a {illy, though fhort refufal, I wrote to 
Mr. Mac Callafter, the autumn (I think it 

was) 
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was) before my marriage— To his laft, I 
gave him no anfwer. 



I have now fully performed my promife, 
and I rely on your's to excufe all my faults, 
except want of veracity, which I am cer- 
tain you cannot find here, and never fhall 
again, even in the moft trifling matter : 
as I will always rather prefer incurring 
your more than jufual fliare of diflike to 
me, than fay wh^t is pot true* 



You faw a bit of thefe papers laft night, 
when you came into my dreffing-room, 
though I begged you would not look, and 
was angry at my minutenefs, and telling 
you fuch trifles : if I had done otherwife, 
(befides toy oath) might you no{ withjuf? 
tice, and would you not have faid, I or- 
dered you to be exa6t, minute, and fcru«* 

N pulousj 
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pnlous; fo as to declare every thought 
that you had ; were not thefe your own 
words ? And how did you know what I 
fliould efteem trifling? Therefore, ray 
deareft, you fhould excufe this minutenefs, 
and whatever manner I m^y njention the 
f adls in, fo they be but fads ! 



God blefs you, a,nd forgive wre all ray 
£»$ and faults* 



* February 3d, 1778. Tuefday morning. 

I have had, you know; the paper yon 
gave me ia my pocket-book thefe three op 
four days j but, according to your orders, 
never looked at it till now. In confe- 
quence of what you here fay, I find my- 
felf obliged to fay fomething more about 
my fits, to which I did not intend, other* 

wife, 
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wife, to have added any thing. If I were 
to fay, as you feem to require of me, that I 
ever could prevent or fliorten them, and 
did not, except the one time I have men- 
tioned, I fliould take my oath of a lie* 



When 1 was a girl, I had two or three 
times obftru&ions, and then I took, as it 
Were, common hyfteric fits ; but I never 
had them fo violent, or any thing like 
convulfions,* till four months that 1 had 
an obftrudlion after my fecond or third 
child, I forget which. And though my 
mind was perfectly eafy at that time, I 
being in Scotland, and had al way s com- 
pany that I liked, yet I fuffered incredi- 
bly from thefe fits, both in health and 
looks ; being exceedingly reduced and 
weakened. I really believe it was owing 
to Dr. Fergufori's prefcriptioris, and to the 

Na eafy 
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cafy ftatc of my mind and good fpirits, 
that I recovered ; but I have been fubjedt 
to them ever fince. Dr. Hunter knows, 

* ♦ 

about three years ago or four, how much 
I fuffered in my looks from them ; when 
he was fent for to me the day after I had 
been in one very bad, (no affedtation) had 
you fccn me after, you would have been 
convinced, would have affedied a perfon 
both at the fame time and afterwards, as 
it has often done me. Sometimes when 
I have had warning, which is not often, 
I have flopped the fit, by plunging my 
hands into cold water, and fometimes by 
drinking hot water or camomile tea. The 
time you went to Newcaftle ; after that, 
when on your return you found me fo ill, 
I felt myfelf going to be ill ; and having 
warning enough to drink a bafon of warm 
water, and plunging my hands in cold 

water, 
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water, I prevented the fit coming on ; but 
I never durft mention it till now, left you 
fhould fay it was an affe&ation or air that 
I gave myfelf. 



What you fay Dr. Scott told you about 
my fits being pretended, and not a natural 
complaint, was as f alfe, as I dare fay his 
faying my mifcarrying was, when I had 
• that flooding, the firft time of my being 
regular after my lying-in; for you al- 
ways took (at leaft I never perceived you 
did in the leaft otherwife) a moft certain 
precaution. I remember Dr. Scott afked 
me once, if not twice, whether I did not 
think I might have mifcarried ; I faid, I 
could not tell, but thought only a flood- 
ing ; for you may be fure, I would not 
hint, or even have him fufpeft, that there 
iffas any reafon why I could not have mif- 
carried. 



* 
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carried. To the beft of my recolle&ion, 
he queftioned me on this fubjed, one day 
when you brought him into the bed-room,- 
and flipped yourfelf into the drefling- 
room for a minute, and not the moment 
I conclude you mean ; that is, when he 
faying you fent him, which you was an- 
gry at that time; upon the matureft re- 
collection, I can venture to fay, he did 
not afk me that queftion, or any other 
about my health, except in general terms, 
how I did; fomething about my dinner, 
and mentioned the weather, or fome fuch 
fubjedt. You wanted an explanation, or 
ihould not have written this. 



MB. Though I do not recollect I de- 
clare upon oath, Mr. Stephens kifling me 
oftener than I have mentioned j my fit* 
ting on his knee oftener; or Mr. G. S. 

putting 
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putting his arms % oftener round my waift, 
and that was by accident ; yet I have fuch 
a dread of tHe poifibility of perjuring 
myfelf, that I will not take my oath with- 
out a provifo, I really believe a needlefs 
one, that they may have repeated thefe li- 
berties of tener, but never any others; ex- 
cept Mr.. Stephens fliaking me by the 
hand. 



May I never feel happinefs in this world, 
or the world to come ; and may my chil- 
dren meet every hour of their lives un- 
paralleled mifery, if I have, either direft- 
ly or indire&ly, told one or more falfe- 
hoods in thefe narratives; or if I have 
fcept any thing a fecret, that even Mr. 
Jk>wes could efteem a fault. 



This 



1736 



SAW. 
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This I give ■under my hand, and fhall 
never plead forgetfulnefs; or any thing 
elfe, for the truth of ohe tittle of it. And 
I do jurther fwear the truth of it upon 
the Holy Bible : and as a declaration of my 
fincerity, fhall take the' .Holy Sacrament 
upon it the riext time I go to church, when 
there is one* '" * ' 



Gibs ide, Feb. 3> 1778. 



* * * 

Examined with the Exhibit, contained 



* * 



in the Procefs tranfmitted from the Arches 
Court o£ Canterbury, this Fourth Day of 
Gdober, 178'i. 1 By nie,' T. Dodd, Clerk 
to. Mt. Morley, Pro&or, Dodor's Com- 
mons, ' 
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